Our Lady of Mercy Parish, Merrimack NH

SATURDAY, December 24th
Vigil: The Nativity of the Lord
4:00 PM: Maria de Gutierrez req by her son José
7:00 PM: Teresa, Jill & Billy Fleming req by
the Fleming family
12:00 AM: Robert Pynenburg req by Mary Pynenburg
(midnight)
SUNDAY, December 25th
The Nativity of the Lord
10:30AM: Deceased members of the Wood & Dwyer
families and for all parishioners
MONDAY, December 26th
NO MASS
TUESDAY, December 27th
St. John, Apostle & Evangelist
8:10AM: Morning Prayer
8:30 AM: Camille Cote req by his friend Aline Finney
WEDNESDAY, December 28th
The Holy Innocents, Martyrs
8:10AM: Morning Prayer
8:30AM: Joyce Foulks req by Pat Caulfield
THURSDAY, December 29th
NO MASS
FRIDAY, December 30th
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
8:10AM: Morning Prayer
8:30AM: Delores Hosmer req by Aunt Pauline
SATURDAY, December 31st
Vigil: Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God
4:30 PM: Denise Freitas req by her family
SUNDAY, January 1st
Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God
8:30AM: Rosanne Sannicandro req by Joe Sander
10:30AM: Joyce Folks req by Don & Alyce Bolduc & for
all parishioners

Weekend of Dec 18th : $5826.00
Thank you for your generosity!!

December 25, 2016
The Nativity of the Lord
Christmas can be disappointing. We remember the
Christmases from our childhood, all the joy, the excitement, and the fun we had. When we grow up, we have to
shop for gifts, write and mail the cards, put up the decorations, and do all the preparations that seem to stress us
out. We may be sad that the day did not meet our expectations. Now that most of that is done, (unless you are
reading this on a break from cleaning house before the
grandkids arrive) we can reflect on how the first Christmas upset all expectations.
I'm sure Joseph never expected to have a child so soon.
Or to have the baby born in a stable miles from their
home in Nazareth. The shepherds never expected to be
awakened by angels. And those Jews who looked forward to the coming of a Messiah never expected him to
come as a baby. Yet God had reasons for coming in this
way.
The nativity scene looks so peaceful and beautiful, but
the reality was not so romantic. The messiah came not to
the sound of war horns, but the cry of a helpless infant.
He was born in a stable because no one had room for
him. The first to see him were the shepherds, the migrant
workers of the time. The political leaders (Herod and
friends) wanted to kill him.
Jesus was born in this way to show that he came not for
the important and wealthy, but for the poor and outcast.
As an adult, he would continue to surprise: he ate with
sinners and tax collectors; he challenged the religious
leaders of Israel. He was executed as a criminal.
So today he continues to come to us in the homeless, the
illegal alien, the sick, those in prison, the unborn infant,
that we might find him where we least expect. Can we
learn to see him in the unexpected, in our trials and difficulties, our own weaknesses? When we do, we will celebrate what Christmas is truly about.
Tom Schmidt, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co.

Mass Schedule
Saturday: 4:30 pm
Sunday : 8:30 am and 10:30 am
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday: 8:30 am
Holy Days: anticipated Mass (evening before) @7:00
pm & 8:30 am on the Holy Day
Parish Office/Rectory: 424-3757
Pastor: Rev. Msgr. Paul Bouchard
Email: FrPaul@olmnh.org
Deacon: Mr. John Castelot
Email: deaconjohn@olmnh.org
Pastoral Associate: Marie Dancy
Email: mdancy@olmnh.org
Director of Parish Religious Education: Elaine Lamb
Email: emlamb2@olmnh.org
Office Manager: Catherine Guman
Email: cguman@olmnh.org

OUR LADY OF MERCY PARISH

MERRIMACK, NH

Christmas Message From the Parish Staff
As we once again celebrate the birth of our Savior, may our Lord, Jesus
Christ, bless you, your families and loved ones at this time of hope and
grace. May Mary, the Mother of the Child Jesus and our Mother, watch over you and
our parish.
The staff here at Our Lady of Mercy wishes to extend to you and your families our sincere wishes for a blessed Christmas Season and a joyful and peace-filled New Year.

The road to receive the Sacraments of Baptism,
First Communion and Confirmation is ahead
if you are ready.
Do you wish to finish your Catholic
Sacraments of Initiation?
Maybe you want to get on the road—to come to the
Catholic Church—to be baptized and start on your
journey of faith. Did you receive your First Communion and then get side tracked and never receive Confirmation? It is never too late to get back on the road and
continue on your faith journey. It is never too late to
receive your First Communion or Confirmation and to
step right back into the last footsteps of your faith journey and begin again as an adult. This is an exciting
process especially designed for adults who want to
celebrate the Sacraments of Baptism, First Communion and/or Confirmation called the Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults (RCIA). Don’t hesitate if you are
ready. Just call the parish office at 424-3757 and
speak with Marie Dancy, our Pastoral Associate. She
will give you all the details and help you get started.

Have you been away from the Church? Are you looking to come back? Has your child not yet started formal Religious Education classes or maybe missed a few
years?
We welcome you and your child back to the church.
We are here to work with you to find the best way to
educate your child in the way of the Catholic faith.
Please call the office to set up a time to discuss the specific needs of you and your child. For information on
any of our programs or to speak with the director of
Parish Religious Education, Elaine Lamb, please call
the office at 424-4477 or email Elaine at
emlamb2@olmnh.org. You may also visit our website
at www.olmnh.org.
Thinking About Remarriage 2017
This is a program for couples (where one or both were
previously married) who are thinking about marriage or
who are engaged to be married. Sponsored by the Diocese of Manchester and presented by a Catholic priest
and couples who have remarried. This program helps
couples take an in-depth look at and discuss major issues
related to remarriage. This includes—emotional closure
of the first marriage, expectations and key issues of the
new marriage, blending of children and families, continuing relationships among extended family members,
community and the Church.
January 21st at St. Elizabeth Parish, Bedford
May 20th at St. Pius X, Manchester

A warm welcome to all of you who are new to the
area. If you would like to register in the parish,
please call the office at 424-3757 or you may also
register online at www.olmnh.org

$80.00 per couple (includes lunch & beverage)
9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Visit www.catholicnh.org for registration form or call
Maureen Haas at 669-3100 X195 or email
mhass@rcbm.org

CHRISTMAS

DECEMBER 25, 2016

December 31, 2016 ...4:30 PM
January 1, 2017...8:30 AM & 10:30 AM

The Sanctuary Lamp for the week of
December 24th through December 30th is lit
in memory of Tom Gannon.
If you would like an opportunity to dedicate the Sanctuary Lamp, over the Tabernacle, in memory of a deceased loved one or for a special intention, please contact the parish office at 424-3757.
ROSARY CENACLE
What is a cenacle? A cenacle is composed of two or
more people gathered in prayer. In her messages, Our
Lady insistently calls upon priests, religious and the
faithful to gather together with her as when the first
apostles gathered with her in the Upper Room in Jerusalem awaiting the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.
On the first Saturday of each month, the Rosary Cenacle here at Our Lady of Mercy gathers in church to
pray the rosary for many different intentions. Everyone is invited to come join us on Saturday, January
7th at 8:30 AM in the Church for an hour of Marion Devotion.

Week #20…

$250.00 — Bill Ziemer
$100.00 —Patricia Lyons
$50.00 — Grace Villiard
$50.00 —Deborah Chartier
$25.00 — Richard Fredette
$25.00 — Tammy Peavey
$25.00 — Theresa Maki
$25.00 — Mary Bathey

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Dec 26—Dec 30th
The parish office will be open December 26 through December 30th from
9AM to 12:00 noon.
We will resume regular office hours (9am to 4pm)
on Tuesday, January 3, 2017.
ROSARY CALENDAR SIGNUPS
Praying the Rosary is a wonderful way to ask our
Blessed Mother to bring peace to our hearts and to offer
spiritual support for life at all stages and in all vocations.
Through prayer you can make a difference.
Each day of January 2017 will be dedicated to a
specific intention. To participate, simply sign your name
on the day you wish to pray the Rosary. Each day can be
chosen by more than one person.
Parents, please talk about the daily intentions
with your children and say a short prayer with them each
day. Pay for families, for priests, for the elderly, the unborn and our government leaders. Life is God’s gift of
love to all. Sign ups begin the weekend of January 7th
and 8th and you can sign up any time during the month.
More than one person may sign up on any given day.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
UPCOMING DATES
1st Eucharist Program…
Jan 31, 2017-Parent Meeting 7:00 pm CHH
Immediate Preparation for the
Confirmation Program…
Feb 4, 2017—4:30PM : Opening Mass for those
students who will be attending Immediate
Preparation classes for Confirmation.
Students are asked to bring their baptismal
candle or a white unscented taper candle.
Feb 12, 2017—Parent, sponsor and student
Meeting 6:15-7:30 pm in church
Join Home Health & Hospice Care with partners Mt.
Carmel Rehabilitation and Nursing Center and St. Teresa
Rehabilitation and Nursing Center each month for a free
educational seminar.
On January 11th from 4:00 to 6:30 pm, join us for a
presentation on Accessing Medicare Benefits at Mt. Carmel Rehabilitation Center on Myrtle St. in Manchester.
Denise Rivard, BA, LPN Senior Nurse Liaison for
HHHC will answer your questions about how Medicare
works and the benefits you can expect. Sign up today by
calling 627-3811. This event is free.
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